GOD IS SENDING YOU

Acts 9:1-22, Daniel Paul Unger
I. GOD IS SENDING YOU TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE 
CAPTIVES - 
VV. 1-2.

“Still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord” (underlining mine) refers back to Saul’s attitude as Stephen was being stoned – Acts 7:58-8:1, 3.

The High priest deputized Saul – vv. 1-2a.

Illustrations: 

Gunsmoke - Marshall Matt Dillon deputized Chester.

$25,000,000 reward for bin Laden.

Saul captured and persecuted Christians – v. 2b.  They became his captives.

Isaiah said that Messiah would come to proclaim liberty to captives - Isa.61:1   (c. 739 BC).

Jesus, as Messiah, did come and proclaim liberty to the captives - Luke 4:18.

The Christians were either captive or on their way to becoming captive; Christ set them free!

The Christians were “downtrodden”; Christ came to set them free!

People all around you are captive to sin all the time if they have never received Jesus Christ into their heart and life.

You must proclaim liberty to those captives!  That’s salvation!  That’s the good news!  That’s the gospel you must share with others!

II. GOD IS SENDING YOU TO SHINE THE LIGHT OF JESUS IN THE 
DARKNESS - VV. 3-9.

When you live for Jesus Christ, others will see His light shining in your life - Matt 5:14-16.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary states, 

“Light-radiating people live so that others see their good deeds and give praise not to them but to their Father in heaven” (Bible Knowledge Commentary, NT, Matthew,         p. 29).

Will you be a light-radiating lantern to the world of darkness around you?  

The late Bible teacher, Dr. J. Vernon McGee said, 

“We have no light within ourselves, but the word of God is light.  Being a light means giving out the Word of God in one way or another.  This doesn’t mean that you should be quoting Scripture all the time, but it does mean that you are to share the light that God has given you” (McGee, J. Vernon, Matthew Vol. I, pg. 70).

Are you sharing the light that God has given you?  Are you shining the light of Jesus in the darkness?    

Pastor John MacArthur states, 

“Christ is the true light, and we are His reflections…By its nature and by definition light must be visible in order to illuminate…A secret Christian is as incongruous as a hidden light.  Lights are to illuminate, not to be hidden; to be displayed, not to be covered…God did not give the Gospel of His Son to be the secret, hidden treasure of few but to enlighten every person…God offers His light to the whole world, so must His church” (MacArthur, John, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Matthew 1-7,             pp. 244-245). 

Without Christ’s light of salvation, we would be totally lost in the darkness of sin –       Job 12:25; Acts 17:27.

III. GOD IS SENDING YOU TO SPEAK ENCOURAGEMENT TO HIS PEOPLE - 
VV. 10-19A.

Notice that Ananias referred to Saul as, “Brother.”  Saul had become a believer in Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus three days earlier.  

Now, God sent Ananias to encourage Saul by:

· Healing his blindness, 

· Leading him in receiving the Holy Spirit, 

· Baptizing him,

· And strengthening him.

By reading the scriptures, you can have encouragement and instruction, which gives you hope in your salvation – Rom 15:4.

How can you speak encouragement to fellow believers like Ananias did?

· You can encourage a fellow believer to see God’s plan for his life and help him get back on track with God if he has sinned.

· You can encourage a fellow believer to tune himself in to the Holy Spirit by being filled with the Holy Spirit – Eph 5:18.  To be filled with the Holy Spirit means to be under the control or direction of the Holy Spirit.  It means to yield your life and will to the Holy Spirit.

· You can encourage a fellow believer to be baptized as a public display of his faith in Jesus Christ.  Or, you can encourage a fellow believer to live an open, visible life for Jesus Christ; not a “Secret Service Christian” life.

· You can encourage a fellow believer by strengthening him by bringing him to church, getting him to read his Bible, helping him to have fellowship with other believers or by leading him in a Bible study yourself.

IV. GOD IS SENDING YOU TO PROCLAIM SALVATION TO THE LOST - 

VV. 19B-22.

A.  Saul spent time with the disciples growing strong in his newfound 

faith – v. 19b.

You have to spend time with more mature believers, so you can grow in your faith like Saul did.  You can do that by going to church, and Bible studies.  The Bible says, 
“Iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens another” (Prov 27:17).

Illustrations:

· Chef sharpening a steel knife on a steel sharpening rod.

· Cecil sharpening a steel axe head on steel grinding wheel (Now, we have a hatchet; not a hammer!).

B.  Saul proclaimed salvation to the lost – v. 20.

You need to go out and share your faith with others.  God commands you to do this – Mark 16:15.

God allows you to remain here on earth to proclaim his name and build his kingdom – Exodus 9:16; Exodus 19:6.

God is sending you to proclaim salvation to the lost with a song in your heart to everyone who will listen – Psalm 96:1-4.

Being a Christian requires work.  You can’t be a 007 Christian with a “license to sit,” you have to obey God’s command to proclaim salvation to others.  You have to get outside the church and reach the lost.

C.  Saul demonstrated, by his changed life, Jesus’ power to change a life – 
v. 21.

Paul himself wrote this to the Corinthian Church – II Corinthians 5:17.

What about you?  What will you do with your new faith?  How will you demonstrate your faith to other people through your changed life?  Who will notice the change in your life?  Why will others notice a change in your life?  What has changed?  What still needs to be changed?  When will you allow God to change you?

D.  Saul continued to prove that Jesus was the Christ – v. 22.

You can prove that Jesus is the Christ by being ready to share your faith with anyone who asks at any time – I Peter 3:15.  

You need to know how to share your faith.  You need to know how to use your Bible as a tool.  You need to know how to use an evangelistic tract.
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