OBEDIENCE WHEN FIRE COMES

Daniel 3:1-30, Daniel Paul Unger
I.  GOD COMMANDS YOU TO OBEY HIM IN REFUSING TO WORSHIP 
ANYONE BUT HIM – VV. 1-7.

Since Nebuchadnezzar was the king, he decided the people should worship his idol that he had set up.  “Had set up” keeps repeating because the idol was not God.  It couldn’t stand by itself.  God is omnipotent, He has all power, and so He doesn’t need anyone’s help.

V. 1:1 cubit=18 in. (Nebuchadnezzar’s image was 90 ft. high, and 9 ft. wide.  About 9 stories up.)

1 Kings 12:28-Jeroboam the first made two golden calves: one for Dan and one for Bethel.   The idols couldn’t stand by themselves, and they made Israel fall — 2 Kings 17:6-7, 12

The First Commandment – Ex 20:3-5a.

Today, you and I have our own idols we “set up”.  They could be anything like sports, people, money, cars, and lots of other things.

II. GOD COMMANDS YOU TO OBEY HIM REGARDLESS OF THE APPARENT 
CONSEQUENCES OF DOING SO – VV. 8-23.

V. 17a – Since the book of Job was written about 1,500 years before Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego were probably familiar with this promise of God’s deliverance from trouble -  Job 5:19.

V. 17b – Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego assumed that the same God who delivered David would deliver them - 1 Samuel 17:37 (David+Goliath).  And that same God is the same God who commands you to obey Him regardless of the apparent consequences of doing so.

V. 18a – You have a choice to make today.  Either you will obey God; or you won’t.  God commands you to purpose in your heart to obey Him no matter what others around you do or don’t do—like Joshua - Joshua 24:15.

The king was furious because they didn’t bow down and worship his idol.  He was so mad that he had them thrown into the fire.

III. GOD COMMANDS YOU TO OBEY HIM KNOWING THAT HE WILL BE 
WITH YOU IN THE MIDST OF THE FIRE – VV. 24-27.

V. 25a - Walking without harm in fire.  Psalm 91 says that God will be with you as your refuge no matter what kind of fires of adversity may burn in your life – Psalm 91:3-9.

V. 26a - Servants of the Most High God.  Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego were servants of the Most High God because God called them out from among the world to serve Him no matter what the cost – Deut. 4:20.  You must be a servant of the Most High God because He called you out from among the world to serve Him.  Therefore, you can know for sure that He will be with you in the midst of the fire because Jesus says – Heb 13:5a. 

V. 27b - Fire didn’t hurt them.  Amazingly, God had the prophet Isaiah write this incredible prophecy about 200 years before Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego were threatened with the fiery furnace – Isaiah 43:2!  
Yes, God was with them in the fire and He will be with you in the midst of the fire—IF you have accepted Jesus Christ into your heart.  Have you?  Are you sure? You can be sure today, by repenting of you r sin and purposing in your heart to follow Him as Lord.  That means you will obey Him, even when the fire comes.  And it will come.

Because they obeyed God’s command, He spared their lives.

You must obey God’s commands for your own good – Deut 10:12-13.

IV. GOD COMMANDS YOU TO OBEY HIM AS A WITNESS TO OTHERS – 
VV. 28-29.

V. 28a - Because Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego feared God, He protected them from the fire – Psalm 34:7.  If you fear God—if you obey Him—then as He protects you in the fire, you will become His witness to others.

V. 28c – Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego trusted in God and became His witnesses.  You too can trust in God, even through fire, and become His witness - Psalm 22:4 (He never changes).

Because Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego obeyed God, they witnessed to the whole kingdom through their actions.

By obeying God, you bring glory to his name – Rom 1:5.

V.  GOD COMMANDS YOU TO OBEY HIM KNOWING THAT, IN THE END, HE 
WILL BLESS YOU – V. 30.

King Nebuchadnezzar made Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego prosper.

If you obey God, everything will turn out all right in the end, and He will make you prosper – Jeremiah 7:23.

You might have to be persecuted and go through fire for your faith.  In the end, God says it will be worth it because He’ll turn your trial into something good to bring glory to His name.

In the words of the hymn writer:

“Oft times the day seems long
Our trials hard to bear
We're tempted to complain
To murmur and despair
But Christ will soon appear
To catch His bride away
All tears forever over
In God's eternal day 

It will be worth it all
When we see Jesus
Life's trials will seem so small
When we see Christ
One glimpse of His dear face
All sorrow will erase
So bravely run the race
Till we see Christ”

(© 1940 Singspiration Music (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc., 741 Cool Springs Blvd., Franklin TN 37067), CCLI Song No. 12004, CCLI License No. 2252135).
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