SALVATION

Daniel Paul Unger

INTRODUCTION

After a Pastor's Luncheon, my dad had the privilege of going to the hospital with my sister, Elizabeth.  Upon arriving, He shared Christ with a 74-year old woman suffering with terminal lung cancer.  She was supposed to go home that day on oxygen and hospice care.  A woman from our church had been telling her about Christ for some time, and was sometimes met with a string of profanity.  When dad arrived, the woman was greatly laboring to breathe.  He shared the gospel with her and she gladly prayed to receive Christ.  He dated, time stamped, and signed the "Sinner's Prayer" page [of the Billy Graham trace, Steps to Peace with God] for her as a reminder of what Christ did at the moment she received Him. She wanted to keep the tract and read it again later in detail. 

The last Scripture dad read to her before leaving her bedside was Rev 21:4,

“and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”

He explained to the woman that upon entering heaven, she would have no more pain in breathing.  Dad and Elizabeth left her bedside about ten minutes after she received Christ. She spoke about three sentences more loudly than before--and with no apparent difficulty breathing!  Then, some 45 minutes later, she let go and slipped into eternity.  

I. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE SAVED?

Being saved means no longer having your sins count against you.  It means being forgiven by the mercy of God – Rom 3:24; 4:8.

Being saved means your sins have been completely removed – Psalm 103:12.

Being saved means that the stain of guilt has been washed away – Psalm 51:9-10.

Being saved means you are forgiven in Christ – Rom 3:24; 1 Pet 2:10.

II. HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Jesus promised that those who believe in Him will be saved – John 3:16; John 5:24

God’s word promises salvation to anyone who calls on Jesus’ name – Rom 10:13.

III. IS SALVATION AVAILABLE TO ANYONE?

Anyone can receive salvation by believing in Jesus and His message of good news –    John 3:16.

Salvation is available to all, but a time will come when it’s too late to receive it –          Heb 9:27.

IV. HOW CAN I BE SURE OF MY SALVATION?

Just as you can’t be “un-born”, God’s children can’t be “un-born” either – John 1:12.

The Holy Spirit comes to live in your heart and makes you aware you’re His child –    Rom 8:14.

You can’t save yourself from sin, guilt, judgment, or spiritual death.  Only Jesus can save you – Matt 14:30-31.

V. WHY IS SALVATION IMPORTANT?

Salvation is necessary because sin against a Holy God separates you from Him, bringing judgment and spiritual death – Gen 6:11-13; Rom 6:23.

Because you’re sinful, you need to be rescued, or “saved”, from destruction.  Jesus provides salvation when you call on Him to save you – Acts 4:12.

God’s promise to you is that if you repent, you will be saved – Rom 10:9.

CONCLUSION

The next day, my dad met the deceased woman’s daughter-in-law and was able to comfort her by relating the story of her mother’s salvation.  Dad told her about the little blue "Peace with God" tract.  The daughter-in-law had seen it at the woman's bedside when gathering her belongings.  Dad told her to go home and look at the day, time, and signature on the "Sinner's Prayer" page and know for sure that her mother-in-law was now with the Jesus Christ.  After hearing dad’s testimony about her mother-in-law, the young woman believed that as a result of making her peace with God, the mother-in-law just "let go" and stopped fighting.  

A very close friend of the deceased tearfully stated, "I was hoping that she would hang on until her birthday," whereupon, one of our church members blurted out, “Yesterday WAS her birthday!”  

We have such a merciful God!

The moral of the story:  

· You have to tell others what it means to be saved.
· You have to tell others how to be saved.

· You have to tell others that salvation is available to anyone.

· You have to tell others how to be sure of their salvation.

· You have to tell others why salvation is important.
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