WHY, HOW AND WHEN DO PEOPLE NEED JESUS?
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INTRODUCTION

My testimony.

I. PEOPLE NEED JESUS BECAUSE THEY NEED HOPE - PSALM 121.   

Vv. 1-3: When you feel hopeless, lonely or weak God will help you.  He’ll be with you.

“My help comes from the Lord.”  No matter what happens in life, good or bad, God will always be there for you, because he loves you.

Vv. 4-6: Jesus won’t ever go to sleep, or rest; He’s always watching over us.

Vv. 7-8: He will protect us forever--He won’t let anything bad happen to us without a good purpose - Rom 8:28.

II. PEOPLE NEED JESUS BECAUSE THEY ARE SINNERS - ROMANS 3:23-24.

Rom 3:23: Everyone is a sinner, and sinners can’t be with God because he’s Holy (perfect/without sin).


Illustration:

God’s holiness is like the color white.  There are no black marks of sin against it.  There are no shades of gray.  There is nothing in God that colors the total purity of who He is – I John 1:5.

But you and I are different than God.  Because you and I are not “light,” we need to confess all known sin to God so He can forgive us and make us clean - I John 1:9

Rom 3:24: God redeemed us (paid the price for us) through his grace (God giving us a free gift that we don’t deserve; we didn’t earn the right to get to heaven, God gave us a free choice)

III. PEOPLE NEED JESUS BECAUSE THEY ARE SEPARATED FROM GOD - 
ROMANS 6:23.

The Bible says – Rom 6:23a.

Everyone has sinned.  I have sinned.  You have sinned.  The Bible says that there is a price—a paycheck, a wage--to pay for sin. Our punishment for sin is death (eternal separation from Jesus in hell).

How could a loving God do this?  Your sin causes God to turn His back on you – Isa 59:2.

But, because of God’s love for you He offers an opportunity.  The choice is yours, if you will accept it.  If you get saved, you will live with Jesus forever in heaven (eternal life with Him) – Rom 6:23b.

God’s gift to you is the salvation that ends your separation from God and brings you to Him. 

IV. PEOPLE NEED JESUS BECAUSE THEY NEED SALVATION - 

ROMANS 10:9.

This verse explains how to be with God forever.  If you admit you’re a sinner, and pray and ask Jesus to forgive you, he’ll come into your heart and you’ll be saved (when we do that, we become part of His family)

Illustration:

The Bible says that when you get saved, Jesus takes your sin and throws into the depths of the sea and hangs out a “No Fishing” sign!

V. PEOPLE NEED JESUS BECAUSE TIME IS RUNNING OUT - 


II CORINTHIANS 6:2.

Verse 2:  (Second part of verse from “behold “…): This says that the best time to get saved (if you’re not saved already) is now.  You don’t know if you’ll be alive tomorrow.  You could be driving home and get in a wreck and die tonight.  

Illustration:

Joanna Hellwig story.

Do you know when you will die?  Do you know where you will go when you will die?  

God gives you the choice, he says now is the best time for you to get saved.  It’s up to you what you will do about it.  What do you think would be the smart thing to do?  Get saved now or take the chance of waiting another day?

CONCLUSION

The reason why people need Jesus is they need hope because they are sinners who are separated from God. How people receive Jesus is by salvation, by asking Jesus to come take control of their life.  The answer to the question, “When do people need Jesus?” is, “Now!”

Illustration:

The Indian and his two dogs.

Which part of you have you been feeding?  The worldly side?  Or the spiritual side?  

As you answer that question today, has the worldly side of you grown strong?  Does it usually win?  Has the spiritual side of you—the side that should be serving Jesus—shriveled away like a half-starved, hungry dog?

INVITATION

Do you want to ask Jesus to come take control of your life right now?  

I’m going to ask you to pray with me right now. 
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